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• Mephedrone (M-CAT) first synthesized in China 1929

• When toxicological analysis showed no trace 
of drugs in overdose cases, law enforcement 
officials seized street samples sold as heroin, 
and identified a potent narcotic that had not 
undergone scientific evaluation

1979-1980

• Reports of B2P use and harms emerge in New 
Zealand

2004

• Detection of synthetic cannabinoid JWH-018 in 
Spice mix in Europe

2008

• Once banned, online availability of mephedrone 
plummeted from 33% to 1% and the rise of 
street dealers began

• Ireland passes first blanket ban on NPS via 
Criminal Justice Act

• UK and then EU controls mephedrone

2010

• UNODC launch Early Warning Advisory on NPS

• New Zealand passes Psychoative Substances Act
2013

• CND (places 10 NPS (eg., BZP, JWH-018) under 
international control

2015

• Chief Coroner in New Zealand issues warning 
after cluster of synthetic cannabinoid deaths

2017

• Cryptomarket Dream Market bans sale of 
fentanyl and analogues

2018

• Illicit laboratories in China and Indonesia 
were creating synthetic drugs that imitate the 
effects of controlled substances, by altering the 
chemical structure to escape legislative controls

1970s

• The first ‘classical cannabinoid’ analog of THC,  
HU-120, was manufactured in Israel

1988

• New Zealand makes B2P restricted access2005

• First reports of mephedrone availability and use  
in Europe

2007

• Online darknet marketplace Silk Road opens–
major platform for selling drugs

2011

• US passes Synthetic Drug Abuse Protection Act2012

• Synthetic cannabinoid intoxication spikes in 
Russia and Eastern Europe

• ECDD conducts first major review of various NPS

2014

• New York mass intoxication from synthetic 
cannabinoid AMD-FUBINACA

• UK Passes New Psychoactive Substances Act

• Up until 2016, NPS were available to purchase 
in head stores that specialize in drug 
paraphernalia. NPS were contained in attractive 
packets, with piercing identities such as, Spice, 
China White and Benzo Fury

2016

• Isotonitazene, a new synthetic opioid, emerges 
in Europe and North America

• The ‘Synthetic Drugs in East and Southeast Asia’ 
report is launched

2020

Detecting and identifying NPS: a brief history
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